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East side of Nauset Road.
Eastham.
Barnstable County, Massachusetts.

Ralph A. Chase.
Nauset Road, Eastham, Massachusetts.

Ralph A. Chase.

Visible evidence shows that this structure was origi-
nally a Cape Cod "house", i.e. half of a double house
and a later addition converted it into a double house.
The present owner states that it has always been in the
Doane family, one of the earliest families to settle in
the Eastham area. This house is located within the area
of the proposed Cape Cod National Seashore.

PART I. EISTORICAL INFORMATION

Original and subseouent ownera Mr, Chase is of the opinion that the
house was built by a member of the Doane family, He is the son
of Charles W. Chase and Carrie E, Doane Chase, former owners.

Dr. Zrnest Allen Connally, HABS Historian, in writing about the
Harding-Lloyd house, an early Cape Cod house on North Pamet Road
in Truro, Barnstable County llassachusetis, reports that it is
Yguite sirilar tc the Doane-Chase house on Nauset Road, Zastham,
where a tablet in the yard announces that it was built by Sylvanus
Doane and was the birthplace (in 1767) of Captain Obadiah Doane,"
This quotation is from Dr. Connally's article "The lape Cod House:
An Introductory Study™,soon to be rublished in The Society of Arche

itectural Historians Journal. vol, XIX, “:,2, May 1960, pp. 47-56,

Mr, Chase verifies the birth there of Captain OUbadiah Doane

on information received by him from Abelino Doane, a grandson of

Chadiah.
A conflict has arisen, however, on the original date of the

building, in a letter from A, E. Snow, Eastham/Orleans "Historian,
genealogist, Eastham/Orleans Affairs", addressed to John P. Shaw,
Supervisor of the HABS 1960 summer project on Cape Cod. This letter
is dated July 12, 1960 and reports, among other things, that "“the
present Chase house, on the oremises of the original Gov. Thos.
Prence house, was built in the 1840%s by Capt. Ezekiel Doane,

I was acquainted with his son, "Cap" Abelino E, Doane (1857-

1941) who lived in that house,"
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Mﬂg Fram an inspectior; of the house and comparing it
with other Cape Cod houses, notably the Harding-ILloyd house,
the opinions of Dr. Connally and Mr, Chase can be followed, and

with due respect to the opinion of Mr, Snow, this can be dated in
the latter part of the 18th century.

Architect Unknown,
Builder Unknown.

Original plans None known to exist.

Alterations and additions The west room was added ontc at an unknown
date to make this a "double house". Also, at an early date, a
one room addition was added to the north of the house. A frams
ell was added to the west side of the house about 1900, acccord=-
to the present owner,

Historical events connected with the structure GZvidently this was
the birthplace of Captain Cbadiah Doane, amd possibly built by
Sylvanus Doane, descendants of Deacon John Deoane (1590-1685)
one of the "half dogen richest men in the cclony" amd an assist=
ant governor and deacon of the Plymouth church for 10 years,
Bastham, Massachusetts 1651-1951, Eastham Tercentenary Committee,
1951, pp. 23=25. bMr. dalph Chase, present owner, reports that
the Doane family owned nearly all of the Nauset area in Fastham
at one time, and that Deacon John Doane was one of the seven first
settlers of the Town of Zastham., A granite marker marks the spot
of nis homestead which is off of Doane Rcad, west of the present
Coast Guard 3tation in Fastham.

Important old views None discovered to date,

Sources of information These are docunented in the above text.

~

Likely socurces not vet investigated Town Hecords of sastham, <ass,.;
Zarnstable County Records, 3arnstable, Mass,, alithoush these are
ircomplete prior te 1327 because of a Ccu_t nouse I.re in that
year which destroyed yany of the crizinal 2o i ter of UJeeds ovooks,

[ L‘J]l& W’ith Otﬂel" recor d-’.o
h P / 4&/ /
Joevaread o /

unarl 3. JUvba, Arcilitect
HASS Cape Cod Survey I
Summer 196G, June 28,
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PART 7T. ARCHITECTURAL INFORATICN.

GENERAL, STATEMENT

Architectural interest and merit This is 2 one and a hall story Cape
Cod single house of the 13th century, lzter converted to a "double
house', ard is typical ¢f the Cape Cod house of that period,

This is within the area of the proposed Cape Cod Mational Sea-
shore,

Conditicn of fabric Good. The present owner uses the house as his
permanent residence, ard has xept it in good repair,

DETAILED DESCRIFTION OF THE ZXTeRICR

Cverall dimensions 22' x 28' originally (from appearances) and con-
verted to a 22' x 37! douole house with other additions of 121-4M
x 140" and 16'-6" x 241-61,

roundations Wood sills on brick foundations,

Wall Construction dxposed wall of original house in north ell shows
vertical rlank construction, which is typical of the early Cape
Cod houses. Fregsent owner however said that repairs to the south
wall of the house revealed it to be 2 x 4 stud construction,
Sxterior walls are vood shingled, with 6" exposed to the weather.

Caimneys Two over central tart of house, and one over west ell.

Openings - doorwavs 2nd doors Front door is 6 panel door, but was in-
stalled in 1945,

windows and shutters 6/9 panes in doudle hung sash on east side
of house, lst floor and on 2nd floar; 6/6 panes in double
hung sash in west roor and north room, Zxterior window trim
does not appear to be original.

Roof - shape, covering  Gabled, pitched, wood shingled.

cornice, eaves wood, LOX cornice; narrow eaves,

dormers rnone.
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. INTERIOR
oQr - firat floor This house has the appearance, from the

front of being a '"double house®, with the central entry flanked
by a two window east room and by a two window west room. Close
inspection, however, reveals that the original structure was a
"Single" house. A definite lire of construction is noted at the
foundation, in the butted floor boards, ard in the double trusses
between the original house zmd the west addition, - This addition
of a two windowed room is of early construction, and could have
been added very early in the history of the house. It is also
! noted in the original kitchen that it is the correct size for a
gingle house, The west wall of the kitchen is aligned with with
the west partition of the entry, and could have been the location
of the west exterior wall of the house at one time,
The outtery and smwall bed room or "borning room'" are located
it th e east end of the Xitchen, with the bed reoom next to the frent
east room and commected to it with a doorway, There 1s also a
door to this ced rcom ard to the butiery off of the kitchen,
A hall now sevarates these rooms frox the orizinal xitehan and
leads to 2 on2 room 21l additicon, ice-sted off of the north east
corneT of the house, This 3z .dded abt an unsnown cate,
”tLPr it io s Loeluds o LO'=EN o TLVLSN by poom 01 st
Foaf sra hiuse wRich encleses a rmalern Kltchor, a
con and an office, Tris wa:z 2 l-2d apout 190C accerding
3e:U sfnwrs Stairs Lo the secord Tloor lead of P the enkry.
ecopd floor Three bedrooms z2re loczied here, ore in the zast part
. o LWS im The west gart of the house, and :re separated by a wide
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iy vnere the stairs are located,

seligr Trere is a round prick cellar loc ' =d belgw the north
reon additlion, and dis S'=7" in diareter, ¢ th entrance frox the
outside of tre wousey & x 12 cellar under modern 211 on the wesi,

Jta2irwavs Ore, narrow, leads Trom entry 4o secont flcer. No stairs
tu cellars, cutside overirgs have space for ladders Lo be placed

Lhere,

Fleoring Jaries frcrn roow Lo roon with criziroi furs
rordon width pine boards, 10" Lo 21" and old =ddition on the west
Fas 2" and 3% wide flocring,

Wall and ceiling finish Crigirai house, plastered walls and ceilings
with stool high wainscoting in first flocr £ast roocz and original
kitchen,

Doorways and doors wood, two and foar tanel Ioors,

Trix Criginal house has »arly style trim, molided, mitered 2<rners,
Cld kit.chen has souipr Zireplace wall weod paneling,

FEardware  Mostly mocdern,

Lightins Jlectric
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: Heating Hot air furnace, The three fireplaces in the east room,
._ west room, and original kitchen on first floor have been blocked

at the openings,
- SITE

Orientation The house faces south in typical Cape Cod manner, in a
well kept area of trees and shrubs.

Enclosures No fences.

OQutbuildings Single covered varn about 100 yards north of the house,

Walks, driveways No walks; U shaped driveway next to the road,

Landscaping  Lawn, shrubbery and trees are well trimmed and-present ..
a neat appearance. Planting is infarmal.

Prepared by

ChaTles S. Dottl,
HABS Cape Cod Survey I
Summer 1960, June 28,

jtect

. References:

HABS measured drawings, Cape Cod Survey I, Hastham Field Office,
Summer 1960,



